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	Title:


	Public Health Workstream

	Chair:


	Martin Bradley, Chief Nursing Officer for Northern Ireland


	Workstream definition:


	The Public Health Workstream will consider the public health role of the midwife taking account of inequalities, parenting education, early years work and multiagency working. 

Scotland, in partnership with Northern Ireland, will lead this work on behalf of the four countries.


	Purpose:


	From the Midwifery 2020 project initiation document, integral to every element of work undertaken in this project is the underpinning philosophy of:

· User involvement

· Professional education and leadership

· The provision of safe, effective and evidence-based maternity care to meet user needs.



	Meeting Date:


	11 September 2009

	Key points:


	· The successful institution who will be undertaking the Public Health Literature Review will receive a briefing detailing the expected outputs on 7 October 2009
· Draft key skills and competencies tables in the public health arena for midwives, with reference to the Skills for Health document (that has four-country sign up and is endorsed by the Royal College of Midwives with curricula supplied by the Chartered Institute of Environmental Health, the Health Protection Agency, Health Protection Scotland and the Nursing & Midwifery Council and informed by the NHS Knowledge and Skills Framework) is being circulated to relevant audiences for feedback and comment.  This work will also be shared with the Education and Career Progression Workstream and presented at the UK Programme Board meeting on 28 October 2009
· Development of a public health pathway for midwives in their future role will be supported by evidence and gap analysis from the public health role of the midwife literature review.  The work from both subgroups will now merge to move forward. 


	Date of next meeting:


	23 October 2009


