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	Title:


	Measuring Quality

	Chair:


	Jane Evans

	Workstream definition:


	The Measuring Quality workstream group was tasked with reviewing the current and developing role of midwives in the UK within the context of evolving health-care provision focusing on their contribution to improved outcomes and user expectations and experiences.

· Gathering and using the available evidence to set the appropriate direction for enhancing midwifery services across each of  the UK countries

· Identifying outcomes which can be measured to improve quality of midwifery as part of wider services

· Including measurement of outcomes of social models of care as well as physical outcomes of care
Contributing to the other Midwifery 2020 workstreams’ objectives the group will use national and international evidence, taking account of factors which will influence the landscape, to scope and describe current and potential models of midwifery service provision  




	Purpose:


	To collaborate with all participating countries under the auspices of the Steering Group for England to consider metrics work, clinical quality, outcome indicators and valuing midwifery care to ensure that the midwifery profession and midwifery care can meet the future health and social needs of women and their families.


	Meeting Date:


	2 November 2009

	Workplan and timetable:


	The group has planned its work in two phases.  Phase 1 June-December 2009:  existing indicators and standards are being mapped (see below) and a report will be submitted to the UK Programme Board by the end of December; Phase 2: December – March 2010: outputs from the other workstream groups will be used to inform definition of  indicators (or to identify areas where indicators should be developed) to measure quality in future.  The final report from the group will be submitted to the UK Programme Board in April 2010.

Phase 1: 

Emerging issues

The group has used a woman’s maternity journey (from pre-conception to postnatal care) as the framework to map midwifery care within the context of the maternity team to identify and consider::

· existing indicators and standards for care

· evidence for these indicators and standards

· midwifery contribution to quality outcomes

ability of existing indicators and standards to measure midwifery contribution

· A substantial number of indicators and standards for maternity care already exist

· Identifying particular contributions that midwives and midwifery make to important outcomes is key to clarifying appropriate indicators and standards 

· Quality measurement work needs to interact closely with workforce and workload planning, education and career progression, and public health and is underpinned by the core role of the midwife group’s work

· Progress on developing indicator map and identifying indicators particularly relevant to measuring midwifery quality  

· Cross-cutting issue raised by Education and Career Progression Group about measuring quality in education.  

· Measuring safety – phycho-social wellbeing as well as physical well-being

· Measuring women’s experience of care, taking holistic approach to measurement

· Collaborative team working as measure of quality

· Care bundles



	Date of next meeting:


	4 December 2009


