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	Title:


	Measuring Quality

	Chair:


	Jane Evans

	Workstream definition:


	The Measuring Quality workstream group was tasked with reviewing the current and developing role of midwives in the UK within the context of evolving health-care provision focusing on their contribution to improved outcomes and user expectations and experiences.
· Gathering and using the available evidence to set the appropriate direction for enhancing midwifery services across each of  the UK countries
· Identifying outcomes which can be measured to improve quality of midwifery as part of wider services
· Including measurement of outcomes of social models of care as well as physical outcomes of care
Contributing to the other Midwifery 2020 workstreams’ objectives the group will use national and international evidence, taking account of factors which will influence the landscape, to scope and describe current and potential models of midwifery service provision  


	Purpose:


	To collaborate with all participating countries under the auspices of the Steering Group for England to consider metrics work, clinical quality, outcome indicators and valuing midwifery care to ensure that the midwifery profession and midwifery care can meet the future health and social needs of women and their families.


	Meeting Date:


	11 March 2010

	Key Points:
	The draft of the final report was reviewed and the following issues discussed:
Accountability
· The three levels of delivering quality are provider, commissioner, individual midwife
· Individual midwife is accountable and responsible for practice and therefore should incorporate quality as part of personal professional identity 
Data collection/monitoring should be simple:
· Simple measurement such as the duration of consultations should be used as the indicator 
· There is a need for Standard National maternity dataset and data definitions required and implemented 
The following points were agreed:
Maternity pathway illustration
· It was agreed that the Quality pathway illustration used as the framework for the interim progress report will not appear in the final report.
Experience/safety
· Women’s experience as foundation of quality was now embedded although a definition of what is meant by safety is required, not just clinical outcomes
Equalities/infant mortality
· The report needs to be reviewed and revised to include information about inequalities issues and reducing infant mortality 
Exemplar indicators
· Access to a midwife by 12 weeks was agreed as important exemplar indicator
Glossary
· The glossary will be reviewed and revised by the UK programme team after the final report was submitted 
Next Steps 
· Following sign off of the report members would be invited to participate in M2020 as members of larger expert reference group to comment on themes and concepts during summer months


	Date of Next Meeting:

	No further meeting


